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1. STATEMENT OF PURPOSE
The purpose of the Collection Development Policy is to set out the framework for the development
of KSAU-HS libraries’ collections, and to provide a commonly agreed baseline document that will
inform decision-making on both acquisition and disposal.

2. APPLICABILITY
This policy applies to all college libraries of KSAU-HS.

3. RELATED REFERENCES
3.1 Government Tenders and Procurement Law. Issued by Royal Decree No M/48 dated
4/9/1427H, Council of Ministers Resolution No. 223 dated 2 /9/1427H
3.2 Copyright Law of Saudi Arabia. Issued by Royal Decree No M/41 dated
2/7/1424H
3.3 World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) Copyright Treaty. Adopted in Geneva on
December 20, 1996

4. DEFINITIONS
4.1 Library Collection: the collection of information resources which KSAU-HS libraries acquire
in the areas of health sciences including books, references, journals, audiovisuals, and
electronic resources.
4.2 Library Liaison: a member of the KSAU-HS libraries' staff who has the responsibility of
working in a partnership with one or more college academic departments to develop the
library’s collections.
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4.3

4.4

4.5

4.6

Academic Department Faculty Representative: a member of KSAU-HS colleges or
academic departments who works with the library liaison in expending the departmental
allocation and developing the libraries' collections in the department's areas of expertise
Collection Selection: a process of planned purchase of library materials in various formats to
match the study, teaching and research needs of KSAU-HS students, faculty members, and
researchers within the fiscal environment and resource sharing opportunities

Collection Deselection: the removal of materials from KSAU-HS libraries’ main collections
that are no longer needed or viable

Collection Replacement: a process made to re-purchase library materials to replace lost,
damaged, or mutilated items

5. POLICIES
5.1 Goals of Collection Development

The Libraries strive to acquire and provide access to all types of information sources necessary
to meet the needs of its primary users. The Libraries must balance access to and ownership of
information resources in accomplishing this primary goal. Considerations in planning are
funds, space, and availability of materials. Resources include, but are not limited to, books,
periodicals, electronic databases, and other formats

Acquisition goals for the libraries are in the following priority order, in accordance with the
collecting parameters of this policy:

5.1.1 To acquire or provide access to those information resources needed for the
support of curriculum and instructional programs of the University

5.1.2 To acquire or provide access to those information resources required by the
students and faculty for research

5.1.3 To acquire or provide access to information resources for interdisciplinary

information, which is not covered by the instructional and research programs,
to ensure balance in libraries’ collections

5.2 Selection Guidelines of Libraries’ Materials

5.2.1 General Selection Guidelines
5.2.1.1 The selection of materials is a continuous process affected by the content and
needs of a changing curriculum
5.2.1.2 Libraries funds are used to build a balanced collection that supports the academic
mission of KSAU-HS
5.2.1.3 Given the size of the University and the limited financial resources allocated to
the libraries, it is impossible to provide all the materials that may be necessary or
desirable. Therefore, in selecting materials, the following priorities apply (in
descending order):
a) Resources supporting the curriculum
b) Essential reference tools
¢) Resources supporting student research
d) Resources to support research needs of faculty and staff, with
careful consideration of potential usefulness to students
5.2.1.4 Relevance: information resource purchases, whether in electronic or print
formats, must be relevant to the health sciences and must fit the nature and scope
of libraries’ collections as required
5.2.1.5 Electronic resources: Preference will be given to resources in electronic format
whenever available. Only electronic resources available through institutional
licenses will be purchased
5.2.1.6 Languages: the usual language of the collections is English, although material is
bought in Arabic where it is considered particularly important
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5.2.1.7 Consumable materials: libraries will not purchase materials intended to be
consumed in the context of a university course (e.g. workbooks, tests, software,
etc.)

5.2.1.8 Library system holdings: Holdings of libraries within KSAU-HS libraries must
be considered when making selection decisions. KSAU-HS library system
agreements may override local requests for ownership

5.2.2 Book and Reference Collection
5.2.2.1 Books are considered the core type of KSAU-HS libraries’ collections
5.2.2.2 Books and reference materials are selected and purchased based on the following
considerations:

a) Lasting value of the content, e.g.:

= Relation to teaching and research needs

= Quality of scholarship

* Uniqueness of content or treatment

= Appropriateness of the level of treatment (depth, breadth, etc.)
= Currency of information and/or frequency of updating

» Quality of printing and formatting

b) Reputation or authoritativeness: of the author, reliability of the
publisher, compiler, producer, vendor, etc.

c) Up-to-dateness: priority should always be given to new published titles
and editions. Recommended currency of books and editions is less
than 5 years from the date of publication

d) Strength of present holdings: titles in the same or similar subject areas
shall always be considered when making purchasing decisions

e) Price: For reasons of price, paperback editions, when available, are
preferred. If usage warrants, paperbacks can be bound

f) Multiple copies: normal demand books and reference materials can be
purchased up to 2 copies. High demand books can be purchased up to
5 copies. Books available in another KSAU-HS library can be
purchased with no more 3 copies

g) Textbooks: each college library can purchase no more than 5 copies of
required textbooks in the college. Textbooks available in another
KSAU-HS can be purchased up to maximum 3 copies.

5.2.3 Journal Collection
5.2.3.1 Only electronic journals can be purchased and made available via the Digital
Library Services of KSAU-HS and NGHA
5.2.3.2 Journal titles are acquired primarily to support the learning, teaching and research
needs of students, faculty members, and researchers
5.2.3.3 Priority is given to those journals with multiple requests, high impact factors, and
titles of interest to more than one college

5.2.4 Audiovisual Collection
5.2.4.1 The University Libraries acquire and provide access to audiovisual materials that
support when necessary the curricular and educational needs of students and
faculty
5.2.4.2 Audiovisual materials are purchased upon requests from faculty and instructors
for classroom and programmatic instruction purposes
5.2.4.3 Audiovisual types collected may include audio, video, and image resources

This document contains confidential internal information about KSAU-HS which must not be distributed to any persons or
organizations without prior written consent. Requests should be addressed to the Library Affairs, KSAU-HS.






